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ABSTRACT
This thesis focuses on and analyzes the changes and continuities that 
occurred in the economic and occupational structure of O range County, N orth 
Carolina, during  the years before and after the Civil War. M ore specifically, this 
study accepts the fact that change is inevitable after an  event as significant as 
civil w ar, and  therefore, attem pts to define the change that took place as either 
transitional, change that substitutes one institution for another, or 
transform ational, change that produces a m etam orphosis.
Through the close analysis of the 1860 and 1870 m anuscript censuses, 
m ore than  three decades of R. G. D un and Com pany credit reports, and  assorted 
prim ary and secondary sources, a clearer understanding  of how  various groups 
of businesses and individual occupations changed during  the m id-nineteenth 
century is gained. These sources show that O range County w as relatively 
sim ilar to m any southern  communities, in that the majority of its residents were 
farmers. Even though this agrarian base adjusted the types of crops they 
produced, farm ers in the m ain population centers, as well as outlying areas, 
experienced little appreciable change from  antebellum  to postbellum . Similar 
transitional changes w ere experienced by m erchants and  service providers, such 
as doctors, w hile a w ell-developed artisan class experienced slightly more 
noticeable differences from  its pre- to post-w ar structure.
Unlike some southern  communities, O range C ounty developed a true 
m anufacturing base after the Civil War, which helped transform  the county's 
economy. Tobacco factories produced finished goods for distribution 
throughout the region, and  for the m ore successful m anufacturers, on the 
national and international level. This postbellum  focus on tobacco grow th and 
production prom pted  m any citizens to m ove to the new  boom -tow n of Durham, 
and ultim ately led to the form ation of a new  county that represented these 
m anufacturing interests m ore fully.
Different groups of businesses in O range County coped w ith  the effects of 
the Civil W ar differently and progressed in their ow n ways. W hen view ed as a 
whole, how ever, O range County 's m id-nineteenth century commercial 
developm ent is characterized by a significant transform ational change w ithin the 
context of m any transitional changes.
CONTINUITY AND CHANGE IN A SOUTHERN COMMUNITY
INTRODUCTION
Jones W atson and  Com pany, a general store in the village of Chapel Hill, 
N orth  Carolina, com m enced operation on February 16, 1848. The business 
w ould continue for nearly tw enty more years until it failed following Jones 
W atson's retirem ent in July of 1867. Ten m onths after opening his store, W atson 
and his partner, John Carr, found themselves m aking use of the Bankruptcy Act 
to restructure their general store. W ith the help of that reorganization, both 
W atson and C arr recovered well, but they parted  w ays in 1853. Four years later, 
they found them selves reunited  w hen they joined w ith  an  additional partner, R. 
Loader, in another business operated under the nam e R. Loader and Company. 
At the sam e tim e that W atson was involved w ith  that concern, he also ran  a 
tailoring business. As a tailor, W atson m anaged to survive the Civil W ar 
economically and accum ulate assets w orth  betw een $15,000 and $20,000. This 
success only lasted until 1868, w hen W atson w ent bankrupt. At that point he 
became an agent for Brown and Com pany, a m ercantile establishm ent in 
Hillsborough, N orth  Carolina. In spite of the ups and  dow ns that occurred 
during  W atson's career, he w as regarded as a substantial m an of good character, 
and he w as one of the m ost influential people in Chapel Hill.1
W atson 's career is indicative of the overall business climate in Orange 
County, N orth  Carolina, th roughout the m id-nineteenth century. M any men,
1 North Carolina, Orange County, R. G. Dun and Company Collection, Baker Library, Harvard Business 
School, vol. 19, 225-5, 238-5, 238-2H, 238-7K.
2
3and a few w om en, entered business w ith  high hopes. Yet economic disruptions, 
especially those brought by the Civil War, irreparably dam aged m ost of them  
and their dream s w ere never realized. After facing failure, m any persistent 
entrepreneurs attem pted  to find an alternative path  to economic stability. Some, 
like W atson, d id  achieve lim ited financial success. H ow ever, it was more 
com m on for the shifts from  one career path  to another to end w ith  the same 
m ediocre results.
This study focuses on and analyzes the changes and  continuities that 
occurred in the economic and occupational structure of O range County, N orth 
Carolina, during  the years before and after the Civil War. One logical and 
objective w ay to analyze the am ount of commercial change -  and the nature of 
that change -  is to create statistical snapshots of the economic com m unity at 
points before and after the war. This study draw s on tw o prim ary data sources 
that offer an  effective and  consistent w ay to get a glim pse into the county during 
this period.
The first source is the United States Census. It is a useful source because it 
covers the m ajority of residents and also offers detailed inform ation on their 
families, personal estate, and real estate. The tim ing of data  collection for the 
census is also appropria te  for the purpose of this research. The 1860 Census 
captures data  on the population of Orange C ounty population  imm ediately 
before the outbreak of war. The next Census, in 1870, reports comparable
4categories of data. The decade betw een the tw o Census reports allows a 
reasonable period for post-Civil W ar rebuilding efforts to take effect.
The second prim ary source of data for this study  is a set of credit reports 
p repared  by R. G. D un and Com pany. These reports provide an ongoing 
com m entary on the county 's economic progress from  the late 1840s through 
Reconstruction. W hile num erous historical w orks have relied on Census 
m aterial, few researchers have exam ined the citizens of an entire county using 
credit ledgers.2 A ppendix C provides inform ation about the R. G. Dun and 
Com pany credit rating  system  and its history. Similarly, A ppendix B provides 
general background inform ation on O range County.
Data gathered from  both the D un reports and census m aterials were 
transcribed from  the handw ritten  m anuscripts. The nam e of the person or 
business, type of business, and the date and content of reports w ere recorded for 
all credit ledgers in O range County betw een 1845 and 1881. For the 1860 and 
1870 censuses, the nam e of the person listed as the head of the household was 
recorded in an electronic database, along w ith  their profession, am ount of real 
estate and personal estate, m arital status, race, and  the num ber of people living 
in their home.
2 The most comprehensive work to date on Orange County is Hugh Lefler and Paul Wager, eds., Orange 
County: 1752-1952 (Chapel Hill: The Orange Printshop, 1953). One o f the most highly regarded histories 
of Chapel Hill is Kemp P. Battle. History o f  the University o f North Carolina, 2 vols., (Raleigh, N.C.: 
Edwards and Broughton, 1907-1912). Robert C. Kenzer, Kinship and Neighborhood in a Southern 
Community, Orange County, North Carolina, 1849-1881 (Knoxville, Tennessee: University o f Tennessee 
Press, 1987) and Stephen Hahn, The Roots o f Southern Populism (New York: Oxford University Press, 
1983) are examples o f community studies that more fully utilize R. G. Dun and Company credit ledgers.
5By synthesizing and analyzing data from  these sources, it is possible to 
identify and illustrate the continuities and changes that took place in specific 
occupational categories during  the pre-w ar to the post-w ar period (see Tables 1 
and 2 in A ppendix A). D uring the period w hich is the focus of this research, 
farm ing w as the source of livelihood for the m ajority of the population in Orange 
County; it w as prim arily an  agrarian economy. Thus, the next chapter of this 
thesis provides a m ore detailed analysis of the changes in  this m ost basic 
profession. Subsequent chapters focus on m erchants, tradesm en, and 
m anufacturers. A section on other miscellaneous occupations covers professions 
that do not fit into the categories above bu t w hich help to com plete the economic 
and social profile of the com m unity during  that period. In m any cases, the 
census inform ation and credit reports com plem ent each other to produce a more 
exhaustive view  of O range C ounty business endeavors. Nam ely, the census 
captures the p redom inant agrarian focus in the county, w hile the D un agents 
enhance the inform ation on m ercantile firms. W ithout the use of both  sources, a 
major com ponent of the economic structure w ould be m isrepresented.
R. G. D un and Com pany agents credit-rated 117 firms in O range County 
betw een 1845 and the start of the Civil War. 265 businesses w ere rated during 
the postw ar era ending  in 1881 (See Tables 3 and  4 in A ppendix A).3 These 
reports depict com m unities w ith  well developed groups of m erchants and
3 1881 has been selected as the ending date for including Orange County credit reports due to the formation 
of Durham County out o f Orange in that year.
6skilled tradesm en, w hose ranks after the w ar w ere joined by a grow ing num ber 
of m anufacturers. A ntebellum  general stores w ere spread evenly throughout 
O range C ounty 's m ain population centers, H illsborough and Chapel Hill, and 
the other outlying comm unities. The county seat of H illsborough apparently 
provided a m ore desirable client base for artisans, as D un agents reported  on a 
proportionately larger num ber of these tradesm en in that town. Similarly, more 
doctors and hoteliers w ere rated in Chapel Hill than  in other locations, indicating 
that the needs of students and  the university com m unity influenced w here some 
entrepreneurs opened their shops. The m ost significant change in post-war 
credit reporting  w as the increase of firms in the new  tow n of D urham . Over half 
of all postbellum  businesses rated by D un and C om pany officials w ere located in 
Durham , led by a groundsw ell of tobacconists.
A head-of-household analysis of the 1860 and 1870 censuses indicates a set 
of com m unities deeply connected to farm ing, and  suggests that these areas 
underw en t little apparen t change from  one period to the next (See Tables 5 and 6 
in A ppendix A). Of the 2,104 and 2,573 respective household heads in 1860 and 
1870, roughly  tw o-thirds w orked on farms, w ith  m ost locations experiencing an 
increase in this field after the Civil War. Roughly ten percent of the heads of 
household logged w ere artisans, but census takers d id  not find a sizable num ber 
of residents identifying them selves as m erchants or m anufacturers. Luckily, 
credit reporters identified this population.
7The follow ing chapters will analyze the previously discussed groups of 
data to determ ine w hat degree of change occurred. Specifically, this study will 
identify the change as either transitional or transform ational. Transitional 
change refers to a series of events that produce m ore continuities than changes. 
W ithin this m odel, change is lim ited to one thing being substitu ted  for another or 
to a sim ple exchange of places. Transform ational change, as the nam e implies, is 
a m ore profound, radical change that m ore closely resem bles a m etam orphosis.4
The concept of categorizing change as transitional or transform ational is 
an adaptation  of a theory presented by James M acGregor Burns in Transforming 
Leadership. Burns introduces the idea of transform ational leadership in his 
analysis of leaders w ho facilitated qualitative, not just quantitative, change. His 
w ork discusses leaders from  Franklin Roosevelt to Adolf Hitler, as he assesses 
w hat characteristics and  circumstances allow a leader to em pow er his followers 
to enact a h igher level of change through transform ational leadership. Burns 
accepts that som e level of change is inevitable, and, therefore, proposes that 
leadership m ust be analyzed on a spectrum  of change, ranging from 
transform ational to, in his w ords, transactional. This study recognizes possible 
applications of this theory in other fields, including history, and analyzes Orange 
County, N orth  Carolina's occupational structure using this form  of analysis as a 
type of continuity-change m ethodology.
4 These definitions o f transitional and transformational change are adaptations and paraphrased from terms 
introduced in James MacGregor Burns’s Transforming Leadership.
8O range C ounty 's Civil W ar-era economic history depicts a set of 
com m unities tha t m ostly encountered transitional change, bu t also had the 
elements of transform ational change present. The textile m anufacturing that 
took hold in the w estern  section of the county in the antebellum  period, and 
similarly the tobacco w arehouses and factories that w ere built later in the 
northeastern section of the county, represent significant forces for 
transform ational change that w ould occur th roughout the m id-nineteenth 
century. It w as the developm ent of these new economic centers of gravity that 
ultim ately led to the division of the original O range County into new  political 
and economic entities. The grow th of the textile industry  created a population 
center and w ealth  that led to the creation of A lamance County in 1849, and the 
tobacco industry  w as centered in w hat became D urham  County in 1881. Thus, 
O range C ounty 's nineteenth century history is characterized by periods of
S''
substantial economic and  commercial developm ent.
The county continued in its agricultural traditions bu t slowly and 
consistently evolved to be an educational and industrial center for the state. The 
economic developm ent that em erged from  the original population center in 
O range County ultim ately had  enorm ous economic im pact on the people w ho 
lived in the area, bu t fifteen years after the Civil W ar, m any of those people were 
no longer view ed as citizens of the county. They lived in the sam e houses, but 
those hom es and their businesses now  fell w ithin different county lines. While 
Alamance and D urham  Counties m ore directly profited from  the economic
9benefits of the respective textile and tobacco m anufacturing industries, the 
origins of these economic, occupational, and social transform ations are connected 
to O range County.
CHAPTER ONE 
AGRICULTURE
From  its form ation in the m id-eighteenth century th rough  the late 1800s, 
m ost of O range C ounty 's residents w ere connected to some type of agricultural 
pursuit. Like m any nineteenth-century southern  areas, the Piedm ont was 
populated  by m any sm aller farm ers, unlike the coastal region, which was 
dom inated by the larger-planter elite. Seventy-five percent of Orange C ounty's 
farm ers ow ned betw een 100 and 500 acres of land during  the half-century before 
1800. H ow ever, colonial laws granting planters additional land for the num ber 
of slaves they ow ned had  helped some farm ers increase their landholdings, as 
well as entrenching slavery as a part of Orange County life. Yet by the m id­
nineteenth century, a yeom an class of farmers, typically ow ning 100 acres or less 
of land, became the largest group or classification of farm ers in the county.5 
W hile yeom en tended  to be self-sufficient, they were an im portan t facet of the 
m arket economy, influencing everything from  general stores to large-scale 
m anufacturers. From  the planter elite to the yeom en and  tenan t farm  laborers, 
every class of agriculturalist w as vital to Orange C ounty 's developm ent, as 
farm ing rem ained the m ost consistent economic pu rsu it in the face of social and 
economic change.
5 Ruth Blackwelder, The Age o f Orange: Political and Intellectual Leadership in North Carolina, 1752- 
1861 (Charlotte: W. Loftin, 1941), 79. General classifications o f farmers include planters, who owned 
large plots of land worked by a network of slaves before the Civil War and tenant farmers after; medium 
and small landowners, including yeomen who focused more on self-sufficiency and limited market crop 
production, and used no or limited slave or wage labor; and non-landowning farmers, composed o f tenant 
farmers, sharecroppers, and farm laborers.
10
11
Interestingly, R. G. D un and Com pany agents elected to credit rate only 
ten farm ers betw een 1849 and 1880. Farm ing m ight appear to fall outside the 
scope of commercial firm s that typically interested credit-raters, but the 
im portance of agriculture in O range County cannot be overlooked. A head of 
household study  of census records illustrates how  dom inant farm ing was in 
these m id-nineteenth  century communities. Consistently, tw o-thirds of Orange 
C ounty 's household heads w ere involved in farm ing th roughou t the mid-1800s.6 
Locations outside the m ain population centers of H illsborough and Chapel Hill 
supported  a proportionately higher percentage of citizens involved in farming. 
W hile these data m ight support typical Civil W ar-era dem ographics, Chapel Hill 
developed differently before and after the war. The University of N orth  Carolina 
w as responsible for m ost of the social and economic activities in Chapel Hill. 
Due to this em ploym ent base, fewer than half of Chapel H illians w ere farm ers in 
1860. After the Civil W ar, however, 64 percent of the heads of household listed 
their profession as farm er.7 M uch of the increase can be attributed to a 
struggling post-w ar econom y and a need for self-sufficiency and  sustenance. 
These economic problem s w ere only exacerbated w hen the university was forced 
to tem porarily cease operations in 1871.
6 Orange County census, 1860 and 1870. Any head of household listed as farmer or farm laborer were 
included in this category. Fifteen overseers and 17 tenants are included in the numbers for Hillsborough in 
1860.
7 Ibid.
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Even the Reconstruction-era boom tow n of D urham  had  historical roots in 
farm ing. D uring the antebellum  period, D urham  and its surrounding  
neighborhoods w ere farm ing com m unities like m any others throughout the 
county. Sixty-nine percent of D urham 's residents w ere still p lanting crops at the 
time of the 1870 census. The rise of tobacco m anufacturing in D urham  during 
this period provides one of the greatest examples of the connectedness betw een 
farm ing and  other industries. D urham  farm ers harvested  their cash crop, which 
was then  sold or traded  to general stores, as well as to tobacco m anufacturers 
w ho created a finished product for distribution th roughout the region.8 While 
the developm ent of a m anufacturing base was significant, and  will be discussed 
in greater dep th  later, D urham 's infrastructure w as clearly linked to agricultural 
pursuits in the county.
The option of producing cash crops rather than  farm ing for subsistence 
expanded for O range C ounty farm ers on April 1, 1855. O n that day, the N orth 
Carolina Rail Road reached Hillsborough. A m eans of m ass transportation 
created a m uch greater opportunity  for farm ers to financially benefit from  
producing cash crops. Yeoman farm ers in O range County opted for this 
conversion m ore readily  than  farm ers in alm ost any other Piedm ont county. In 
1850, nineteen percent of O range County farm ers grew  the local cash crop of
8 This study refers to cash crops as items, such as tobacco and cotton, that were produced with the sole 
intent o f being sold in the market economy. Crops like wheat and other grains clearly had a market value 
and were widely sold or traded, but the primary reason for growing these crops could be for personal 
consumption.
13
tobacco. Ten years later, over forty percent w ere involved in commercial 
agriculture.9 In spite of the allure of financial rew ard  in commercial agriculture, 
the majority of farm ers continued to produce crops for their personal use or for 
sale on a sm aller scale. W hile it is hard  to accurately determ ine the extent to 
w hich yeom en farm ers com m itted to m arket-oriented crop production, the fact 
that they revolted  against m arket injustices in the 1890s w ould  indicate a 
significant personal and  financial investm ent.10
Of additional interest in the farm ing field is the com paratively high 
num ber of w om en in that workforce. It has been noted  in other w orks that the 
average farm  required  w ives and daughters to join the m en of the family in the 
fields, especially around  harvest time.11 W hile countless w om en filled this role 
in O range C ounty families, females assum ed an even m ore prom inent position 
as heads of farm ing households during  the postbellum  period.
W ith the exception of H illsborough, only one w om an appears in the 1860 
census in all other O range County locales as the head  of her household w ith  a 
listed occupation of farm er. The form er location proved to be a haven for female 
farm ers w ith  59 such w om en present in  the county seat. This statistical 
difference is som ew hat hard  to explain. It could be attributed  to H illsborough's
9 Paul D. Escott, “Yeoman Independence and the Market: Social Status and Economic Development in 
Antebellum North Carolina” North Carolina Historical Review, vo. 66, no. 3 (July 1989): 286, 292-293.
10 Ibid., 300.
11 Steven Hahn documents well the role that all family members played in Georgian yeoman class families 
in his work, The Roots o f  Southern Populism. Joan Cashin and Catherine Clinton offer different 
perspectives on females’ experiences on southern plantations in their respective works, A Family Venture 
and Plantation Mistress.
14
being a long-established tow n, and therefore a m ore desirable location to settle, 
or to m ore w om en being w idow ed in the county seat, and  forced into a new 
familial and  occupational role. In 1870, a larger num ber of wom en, spread 
th roughout the county, became the heads of their families and pursued 
agriculture.
This increase leads to several conclusions. One, the im pact of the loss of 
life during  w ar is extrem ely evident, as m any w om en w ere left to provide for 
their families after their husbands' and sons' deaths. Civil W ar w idow s appear 
in large num bers in the 1870 census as farm ers and a seem ingly new, less specific 
entry of "at hom e."12 In either case, these w om en w ere th rust into the role of 
caring for their hom es and families by any m eans necessary. Second, farm ing 
was a socially acceptable field for a w om an to enter. The presence of a small 
enclave of female farm ers before the w ar and a larger, m ore dispersed group 
after, seems to indicate that southern com m unities accepted the fact that w om en 
in some social groups w ould  support their families th rough  farming. And 
finally, how ever a w om an became a farm er, she gravitated to more 
underdeveloped areas during  Reconstruction. This m ovem ent m ight have been 
out of necessity to find cheaper land, or ou t of a desire to be closer to other 
family m em bers. In all of these scenarios, w om en played an im portant role in
12 A cross-reference o f the 1870 census and regimental rosters indicates a sizable number o f widows falling 
into these categories.
15
providing continuity to O range C ounty 's agricultural backbone during  a time of 
change.
U nder sim ilar circumstances, Orange C ounty 's African American 
population found its m ost w idespread em ploym ent in farm ing. Just before the 
Civil W ar, 22 free black or m ulatto male household heads w orked as farm ers or 
farm  laborers w ith in  the county. By the time of the next census, hundreds of 
African Americans, w ho previously w orked the land  as slaves and did not 
appear in the 1860 census as household heads, now  farm ed as free people. W ith 
few financial resources, m ost of these men, and  a few w om en, w ere forced to 
settle for w ork as farm  laborers. This group provided  the labor force needed to 
create the tenan t farm ing system  that dom inated the post-Civil W ar African 
Am erican experience in m any parts of the South.13
Seventy-seven African Am erican farm ers in O range C ounty m anaged to 
prosper, acquiring som e degree of real estate and applied  their know ledge of 
agriculture to their ow n land. The w ealthiest African A m erican farm ers owned 
at least $600 in real estate in 1870, w ith the m an of greatest w orth  being Samuel 
Kirkpatrick, a 36-year-old m ulatto  farm er in H illsborough, ow ning $1,250 in real 
estate and  an additional $1,000 in personal effects.14 M ost African American 
farm ers could only aspire to K irkpatrick's level of success, b u t all helped
13 This concept is discussed most directly in Jay R. Mandle’s work Roots o f  Black Poverty and “Continuity 
and Change: The Use o f Black Labor After the Civil War.”
14 Orange County census, 1870.
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m aintain O range C ounty 's agricultural identity and stability through post-war 
alterations.
Am ong the virtually  destitute tenant farm ers and  the m ore prom inent 
yeomen, O range County could also claim a true  p lanter class. The undisputed  
leader of this w ealthiest group was Paul C. Cameron. C am eron began his 
professional career in law, bu t his fam ily's im m ense landholdings coupled w ith 
his natural interest in agricultural techniques and reform  soon landed him  as a 
legitim ate planter. His O range C ounty acreage totaled 6,675 in 1850 and was 
w orth  $72,000. These farm s contained over 1,300 head of livestock and  produced 
tens of thousands of bushels of wheat, corn, and  other com m odities, in addition 
to 30,000 pounds of tobacco. C am eron's O range County plantations were 
w orked by 577 slaves. These substantial land- and slaveholding num bers were 
just portions of the fam ily 's total investm ent in land and  slaves, w hich included 
holdings in N orth  Carolina, Alabama, and M ississippi and  peaked prior to the 
Civil W ar at nearly 30,000 acres and over 1,000 slaves.15
C am eron 's antebellum  w ealth  eased the financial distress that followed 
the Civil W ar, bu t he did  suffer major losses. Even though  Cam eron did not 
serve the Confederacy, he w as denied any special exem ptions or status during 
Reconstruction. The 1870 census still lists considerable real and personal w orth 
for Cam eron, $60,000 and  $40,000 respectively, yet these figures are sizeable
15 Orange County census, 1860 and Jean Anderson, Fairntosh Plantation and the Camerons (Raleigh: 
North Carolina Division o f Archives and History, 1978), 131.
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decreases from  his holdings in 1860. The m ost im m ediate loss obviously came 
w ith  the em ancipation of his slaves, whose estim ated value reached $150,000.16 
The 1880 census is even m ore telling, as C am eron's holdings w ere reduced to the 
725 acres near the fam ily 's hom estead, Fairntosh, w hich produced just over 2,000 
bushels of produce and  no tobacco in that year.17
W hile the elite class of agrarians flourished in coastal regions, Paul 
Cam eron proved that a planter, in every respect, could prosper in the less-tam ed 
Piedm ont. C am eron 's landholdings were unm atched, w ith  tenant farm ers 
renting land from  him  after the Civil War. At the sam e time, however, though 
Cam eron w as far from  a struggling farm er at any point in his life, the declines in 
his postbellum  acreage and  production illustrated some of the changes faced by 
the agricultural establishm ent after 1865.
16 Orange County census, 1870.
17 Anderson, Fairntosh Plantation and the Camerons, 80-82.
CHAPTER TWO 
MERCANTILE BUSINESS
W hile m ercantile establishm ents, such as general stores and dry  good 
dealers, can be considered the m ost basic forms of commercial grow th, they were 
an integral com ponent of tow n life and developm ent. The U nited States census 
and the credit reports of the R. G. D un and Com pany combine to provide a more 
complete picture of the storekeepers in Orange County than  either source can 
independently. The census im parts the social im portance of m en belonging to 
the professional class of m erchants, w ho operated retail-based stores, sometimes 
w ith  a high degree of specialization, and w ho m ight em ploy one or m ore clerks 
to help w ith  the business. The D un reports depict the m ore typical and diverse 
group of storeow ners, and  m any times farm ers, w ho sold needed goods in their 
com m unities, as well as m arketing their custom ers' crops and extending credit to 
local farmers. Together, these sources uncover the true nature of Orange 
C ounty 's Civil W ar-era m ercantile m arket.
C ountry stores in early nineteenth century N orth  Carolina served as a 
gathering point for the surrounding population, and  w ere usually ow ned by 
planters w ho organized the shops near country crossroads. N ear m id-century, a 
professional class of storekeepers arose to fulfill grow ing tow ns' needs for dry 
goods and other com m odities.18 Orange County supported  both types of 
general stores. H illsborough and Chapel Hill m aintained a significant num ber of
18 Guion Griffis Johnson, Ante-bellum North Carolina: A Social History (Chapel Hill: University of North 
Carolina Press, 1937), 98-99.
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full-time storekeepers both  before and after the w ar, while the country store 
linked to a p rom inent local farm er rem ained the rule in m any outlying parts of 
the county.
In the 1860 census, the only m erchants in O range C ounty were evenly 
distributed betw een H illsborough and Chapel Hill; 11 set up  shop in the form er 
location and  ten  in the latter. The personal and real estates of these m en firmly 
entrench them  in O range C ounty 's upper m iddle class, and  in a few cases, they 
w ere from  som e of the county 's leading families. The respective m edian values 
for real and  personal estates am ong 1860 m erchants w ere $800 and $10,000 in 
H illsborough and  $1,750 and $7,069 in Chapel Hill. The m ost prom inent 
landholding m erchant w as A ndrew  Mickle, a Chapel Hill storekeeper, whose 
property  w as valued a t $75,000, the third-highest total in the county. Three 
m erchants ranked in the top fifteen individuals in county-w ide personal estates, 
led by Jones W atson, another Chapel Hill m erchant, w ith  an assessed value of 
$40,000.19
The D un agent credit reports support m uch of the inform ation contained 
in the census, bu t they also give a voice to an im portan t part of the mercantile 
population overlooked by the census takers. The credit ledgers account for m any 
of the farm ers and  other traders w ho offered the services of a general store to 
citizens in less populated  areas. Am ong this group, there w as a nearly even 
distribution of stores betw een H illsborough, Chapel Hill, and the remote
19 Orange County census, 1860.
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locations th roughou t the countryside. The credit reports also illustrate the 
various types of establishm ents that were form ed in  O range County. For 
example, Chapel Hill boasted a som ew hat diverse m ercantile base, consisting of 
nine general stores, three confectioners, tw o dry good dealers, and  one grocer.20 
Such a list indicates that m arket specialization w as a concept em braced by early 
business entrepreneurs.
U nfortunately, few account books exist that chronicle Orange County 
m erchants' activities during  the 1850s and early 1860s. One such ledger 
belonging to Thom as Faucett, a H illsborough liquor and  com m odities dealer, 
helps supplem ent current know ledge of Orange C ounty 's business community. 
Faucett's records indicate that he served m ore than  95 clients in  the Hillsborough 
area, and that he provided the m ajority of his custom ers w ith  w ood, hay, and 
wheat. The account book illustrates some of the interactions betw een different 
businesses, especially those related to this study, and  provides a greater 
know ledge of the types of products carried by such a m erchant. The services 
listed in Faucett's account books provide additional inform ation about an 
entrepreneur w ho w as listed as a liquor dealer in credit ledgers, yet w ho clearly 
operated an establishm ent catering to an  array of his custom ers' needs.21
20 Dun and Company credit reports, North Carolina, Orange County, vol. 19.
21 Account Books, 1841-1852, Thomas Faucett Papers, vol. 2, Southern Historical Collection, University 
of North Carolina, Chapel Hill, North Carolina. The total of 95 businesses excludes any customers with 
last names beginning with As and Bs, since that page of the index is missing.
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The credit reports produce one consistency am ong m ost of these general 
stores. W hile alm ost all of the storekeepers had  a positive initial entry, m any 
quickly collapsed. The February 1, 1851 report for W illiam Davis's Chapel Hill 
general store is typical as it described him  as a "steady, careful m an . . . 
considered to be prosperous." How ever, tw o years and  ten  m onths later, he had 
"w ithdraw n from  business."22 Lack of capital, com petition for a relatively small 
custom er pool, and  poor m anagem ent accounted for the failure of such m en as 
W illiam Davis.
Once again, the D un and Com pany credit reports and  the federal census 
offer tw o slightly different views of the mercantile industry  after the Civil War. 
The census depicts a profession w eakened by the effects of war. H illsborough 
and Chapel Hill saw  the num ber of m erchants nearly cut in half, bu t the group 
rem ained anchored by the wealthy, respected storekeepers present in the 
antebellum  period. Some pre-w ar, upper-class m erchants rem ained active in the 
com m unity bu t in different fields. Several re tu rned  to  farm ing, while others 
became civil servants. Regardless of their postbellum  career paths, all these 
prom inent m en w ere financially w eakened by the war. The m ost telling example 
is the previously m entioned A ndrew  Mickle. Proud ow ner of $90,000 in personal 
and real estates in 1860, Mickle held $2,000 in real estate and $200 in personal
22 Dun and Company credit reports, North Carolina, Orange County, vol. 19: 227-1.
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effects a t the tim e of the next census; by then he w as serving as Chapel H ill's 
Town Clerk.23
The D un agents provide a m ore hopeful image of postbellum  m ercantile 
life in O range County. According to their reports, over tw o-thirds of the 
m erchants in the county persisted through to 1865, and  the num ber of general 
stores, confectioners, grocers, and dry  good dealers in D urham  increased 
substantially (See Table 5 in A ppendix A). The latter N ew  South boom tow n was 
hom e to 45 m erchants from  1865 to 1880, com pared w ith  only one such 
establishm ent p rior to 1861. H illsborough did  not experience such unbridled 
grow th, b u t the county seat continued to provide stability for m erchants as the 
county and  its residents adap ted  to Reconstruction. Chapel Hill experienced 
m ore trouble reorganizing its mercantile base than  the other population centers, 
bu t the tow n still offered m any storekeepers viable business opportunities.
Both D un credit ledgers and the census offer evidence of an enduring 
group of general stores that served as a source of commercial continuity from  the 
antebellum  to postbellum  periods. Storekeepers accounted for one-quarter and 
one-third of the total businesses, respectively, during  those eras, and the 
distribution am ong the various tow nships rem ained relatively even. W ith some 
of D urham 's indiv idual tobacco factories em ploying alm ost as m any people as 
the entire population  of H illsborough, it is not surprising that the "Bull City" 
attracted m any general storekeepers, some new  and others older and
23 Orange County census, 1870.
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reorganizing/ D urham  general store owners, how ever, do not appear to have 
profited as m uch from  the tow n 's rise to prom inence as d id  the tobacco 
m anufacturers. Of strictly postbellum  general stores, only Chapel Hill had a 
higher failure rate w ith in  the first tw o years of operation, surpassing D urham 's 
figure of 39.5 percent by a m ere five-tenths of a percent.
The loss of general stores and m any Chapel Hill businesses during  the 
years after the w ar can be attributed to the closure of the university in 1871. 
After m anaging to keep its doors open throughout the Civil W ar, the University 
of N orth  Carolina w as forced to discontinue operations from  1871 to 1875. 
Students and faculty had  been vital com ponents of the village's economic 
stability; how ever, the need for young soldiers had  greatly depleted this 
clientele, and  it w as no t quickly replaced.24
Storekeepers in H illsborough and outlying areas operated, on average, for 
longer periods of tim e than  the other tw o locations. A substantial 32 percent of 
H illsborough general stores rem ained in existence for seven or m ore years. 
Com paratively, only sixteen percent of similar firm s in D urham  m anaged to be 
as durable. The lack of com petition betw een stores in the tw elve ham lets that 
compose the "other" category increased those businesses' longevity as well. 
Two-thirds of the 21 firms located in these scattered locations persisted for more 
than  three years, w ith  none lasting m ore than ten. This statistic suggests that a 
lack of com petition decreased the rate of initial failure am ong stores in these
24 Lefler and Wager, 157.
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outlying areas, yet the absence of a sizeable, consistent client base ultim ately 
contributed to m any of these stores closing. The success rates of those businesses 
are slightly h igher than  those of businesses in C hapel Hill, Durham , and 
H illsborough, and  illustrate the competitive m arket in the larger population 
centers.
The account books of tw o firmly established m erchants, one in 
H illsborough and  the other in Durham , illustrate the continuity between 
products and prices in these m ercantile centers. Atlas M. Rigsbee's D urham  
general store com m enced operations in 1869 and rem ained open for the 
following twelve years. Rigsbee entrenched himself as one of the m ainstays of 
D urham 's business com m unity; his was one of tw o general stores to exist for 
over ten years. His account ledger from  the first half of the 1870s lists such items 
for sale as coffee, eggs, bacon, and cloth. A nother account book outlines 
Rigsbee's m onthly income betw een April 1878 and Decem ber 1879. During that 
21-m onth period, Rigsbee averaged $288 per m onth in sales.25
Jesse W. Cole, a prom inent H illsborough ^ general store owner, provided 
services to his com m unity for eleven years. Cole's initial rating  by R. G. D un and 
C om pany agents w as in 1869; however, his existing account ledger begins tw o 
years earlier. Like Rigsbee, Cole sold basic goods, such as buttons, wheat, eggs, 
coffee, and  needles. Prices could vary greatly betw een these two stores. A
25 Account books and Daily ledgers, 1870-1874 and 1878-1879, Atlas M. Rigsbee Papers, Duke Univesity, 
RG 5, 24.
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pound  of corn cost approxim ately a dollar at both  stores, tobacco was a quarter 
in Cole's shop and seventeen cents at Rigsbee's, and  coffee varied betw een 25 
cents and  87 cents in the respective locations. Cole's average m onthly sales over 
a five-m onth span  from  January to May 1871 w ere no t as substantial as Rigsbee's, 
averaging $177 a m onth, bu t w ere m ore consistent, never d ropp ing  below $100 
or rising m uch above $200.26
A com parison of account books of antebellum  m erchants, such as Thomas 
Faucett, and  those of postbellum  m erchants, such as Cole and  Rigsbee, illustrates 
some m inor differences, bu t the overall structure and  purpose of the general 
store rem ained intact. Sugar, w heat, snuff, and  bacon w ere popular articles 
carried by general stores before and after the Civil W ar, b u t the antebellum  shops 
appear to have covered a broader base of com m unity needs. Most notable are 
the am ple am ount of orders for hay, lum ber, and b randy  found  prior to 1861, but 
virtually non-existent during  and after Reconstruction.27 The antebellum  general 
storekeepers m ight have doubled as m inor liquor dealers, b u t the lack of any 
major increase in the num ber of liquor stores w ould  seem ingly place a similar 
burden  on postbellum  general store owners to continue provid ing  this additional 
service. Likewise, the small sam ple of postbellum  account books shows no 
entries for the delivery of hay and lum ber, services tha t m ost likely fell under the
26 Account book, 1867-1871, Jesse W. Cole Papers, Duke University; Atlas M. Rigsbee Papers, RG 5, 24.
It should be noted that differences in the quality o f merchandise selected from the account books could be 
more responsible for any significant inconsistencies in prices than scarcity o f that product in a given 
location.
27 Ledger for Provisions, 1839-1863, James N. Patterson Papers, Southern Historical Collection. James 
Webb Papers, series 3.1, Southern Historical Collection.
26
auspices of the unskilled labor force present in larger num bers after the Civil 
War. W hile som e m inor differences arose, the storefronts welcom ing Orange 
C ounty custom ers before and after the Civil W ar looked very similar. Some 
elem ent of a m erchant's social standing rem ained in place, as the profession 
continued to be dom inated by w hites w ith  some personal or real property. In a 
time of reorganization and change, citizens m aintained the social and 
commercial base found  in general stores.
CHAPTER THREE 
SKILLED TRADES
A true sign of a com m unity 's stability w as its ability to support a 
significant class of skilled tradesm en. Successful antebellum  artisans were 
considered part of the sam e m iddle class as sm aller planters, m erchants, and 
m anufacturers.28 This class association seems only appropriate  w hen the 
symbiotic and  overlapping relationship of these industries is reviewed. 
Including everyone from  blacksm iths and carpenters to tailors and shoem akers, 
the artisans of pre- and  post-Civil W ar O range C ounty provided necessary 
services, ensuring the success of fellow m iddle-class w orkers and  the com m unity 
as a whole.
W hile farm ers and storekeepers w ere prevalent in all parts of Orange 
County, craftsm en w ere naturally d raw n to the m ore substantial client base 
found in organized towns. Credit reports and  census data both confirm 
H illsborough's and  Chapel H ill's appeal for m any antebellum  tradesm en. The 
needs of a college tow n and student body attracted m any boot and shoem akers, 
tailors, and  m asons to Chapel Hill, while H illsborough supported  a m ore diverse 
group of craftsm en, including a larger num ber of carriage m akers, tanners, and 
mechanics.
Just as som e storekeepers w ere very specialized while others sold m any 
different types of goods, some tradesm an w orked w ith in  the boundaries of their
28 Johnson, 63.
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craft and others offered a variety of services. Account books from  two long- 
established antebellum  artisans provide greater insights into the operation of 
some craftsm en's shops.
John K irkland's ledger book from  1850 to 1856 displays the services 
rendered  by this tanner, and also supports the findings of the R. G. D un and 
C om pany agents. The sheer volum e of K irkland's custom ers, 892 over six years, 
confirms his status as a prosperous and well-respected artisan. Some of his 
patrons spent over $200 for goods and services, and  alm ost all of Kirkland's 
orders w ere for leather only.29
Similarly, A. C. M urdock's account books for his carriage shop chronicle 
the w ork  he p rovided  for over 250 customers. The bulk  of his entries in the 
account book are for repairs to coaches, ranging in cost from  $4 to over $50; 
however, m any listings for w ork as a farrier and  iron cutter illustrate M urdock's 
need or desire to offer his patrons a m ore extensive set of related services. 
M urdock's credit report w ould suggest that he perform ed the additional tasks 
out of necessity. For example, on January 12, 1855, an  R. G. D un and Com pany 
agent determ ined M urdock was broke. His account books, however, show sales 
of $66.70 on the day after the D un agent's entry, and  on the last day of the 
m onth, his receipts totaled $312.25. W hile it is hard  to determ ine w hich source is 
m ore reliable, the fact that M urdock's shop existed until 1876 am id continual 
predictions of his dow nfall calls into question the credibility of the D un agent
29 Account Book, 1850-1856, John U. Kirkland Papers, Southern Historical Collection.
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reports. Furtherm ore, M urdock's business illustrates the extent to w hich some 
craftsm en had  to go in order to be successful.30
A. C. M urdock 's resilience helped place h im  in the one half of the 36 
credit-rated antebellum  artisans that persisted th rough  the Civil War. In fact, 
M urdock w as one of only tw o coach m akers w ho w as still in business w hen 
Reconstruction began. N ine of his com petitors could no t w eather the w ar in that 
profession, m aking it one of the hardest hit businesses in the county.
The censuses for 1860 and 1870 help provide an  even m ore complete 
picture of O range C ounty 's redevelopm ent after 1865, illustrating reconstruction 
efforts that w ere fueled in large part by the new ly freed group of African- 
Americans. Prior to their emancipation, it w as com m on for some slaves on 
larger farm s or p lantations to be trained in certain trades. It is believed that one 
in ten  slaves m ight have received such training; one m an on a smaller plantation 
m ight be "a jack of all trades, a carpenter, blacksm ith, and  bricklayer rolled into 
one, bu t on larger plantations there were usually tw o or m ore slaves w ho had 
been bred to a [given] trade."31 The slaves w ho w ere skilled in areas outside of 
farm  labor during  their confinem ent often applied their additional know ledge by 
entering the postbellum  business m arket in less-skilled trades.
30 Account Books, 1852-1856, A. C. Murdock Papers, vol. 1 and 3, Southern Historical Collection. 
Specific dates for Murdock's account ledger were not given, yet the books most likely cover the two years 
1853-1855; based on dates o f entries within the books.
31 Johnson, 477.
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A sim ple inventory of the 1870 census w ould  give the im pression that 
there w as a dram atic influx of African Americans into the artisan workforce, 
particularly in carpentry  and  blacksmithing, after the Civil W ar. Clearly, m any 
of these African Am ericans had  already been a part of the workforce in 1860, yet 
they are not easily or consistently identifiable in the census records. For 
example, in 1860, there w ere 42 heads of household w ho listed their profession as 
carpenter or builder, and  all bu t tw o were white. The 1870 census saw an 
increase to 51 carpenters in the county, w ith  21 of those m en being African 
American. A sim ilar shift is found am ong blacksmiths. 24 blacksm iths appear in 
the census before the w ar w ith  only one m inority ru n  business. After the war, 33 
blacksm iths w ere offering their services throughout O range County, 26 of w hom  
w ere black or m ulatto  m en.32 These examples illustrate one of the lim itations of 
using census m aterial for this research, but the data  still indicate that African 
Am ericans w ere a vital com ponent of the labor force after the war, as they 
presum ably had  been during  the antebellum  as well.
A large portion of the Orange County labor force w orked silently and in a 
field not of their choosing before 1865, so the statistical increase of African 
Am erican w orkers in the 1870 census is not surprising. W hat is m ore unexpected 
is the w ay in w hich these m en came to dom inate som e of the county 's most 
popular trades. This rise to dom inance is clearest am ong H illsborough's 
carpenters and  prom pts some interesting questions.
32 Orange County censuses, 1860 and 1870.
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Only one of the ten  antebellum  w hite carpenters in  the county seat was 
still present in H illsborough in 1870. The rem aining carpenters are not found in 
O range C ounty 's 1870 census in any profession, leaving tw o possible 
alternatives: either they m oved to a different county or state, or they died. The 
strength  of the postbellum  m arket w ould no t appear to have been a reason for 
m any of these tradesm en 's disappearance. By all accounts, postbellum  
carpenters w ere m onetarily m ore successful than  their antebellum  counterparts. 
W hile only tw o pre-w ar carpenters ow ned real estate, m ost possessed some 
personal property , w ith  a m edian value of $100. By contrast, the majority of 
post-w ar carpenters ow ned some am ount of real or personal estate, w ith 
respective m edian  values of $150 and $100.33
Therefore, the lack of persistence am ong H illsborough carpenters raises 
the possibility of problem atic race relations. W hite-black job com petition caused 
some friction and  anim osity throughout N orth  Carolina before 1861.34 Perhaps 
some of this ha tred  lingered w ith  the possibility of escalating after the 
Confederacy's defeat in w ar and the expectations of N orthern  Reconstruction. If 
m any of O range C ounty 's carpenters resented African Am ericans' newly 
m andated  professional equality, they m ight have sought a com m unity w ith  a 
sm aller m inority  population  or an industry  prim arily com posed of white 
w orkers. If H illsborough's w hite carpenters pu rsued  w hat som e of their
33 Orange County census, 1860 and 1870.
34 Johnson, 71-72.
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contem poraries m ight have considered m ore respectable, w hite jobs, they did so 
in tow ns outside O range County. The thoroughness w ith  w hich African 
Am erican tradesm en inserted them selves into or filled the void left in the 
postbellum  carpentry  business illustrates the poin t of som e historians, w ho argue 
that "freed people w orked  resolutely to amass the w ealth  that paid  for their 
farms, built their churches, and educated their children."35
O range C ounty 's tradesm en constituted a comm ercial class that rem ained 
influential in the reorganization and grow th of com m unities, yet, unlike 
m erchants, experienced m any changes from  one era to the next. H illsborough 
experienced alm ost a fifty percent decrease in its artisan class, bu t Chapel Hill 
and other settlem ents w ere m et w ith  less dram atic declines. Despite some of the 
statistical changes, tradesm en continued to be vital to economic stability. The 
m ost im portan t change em bodied by tradesm en is the m ove to a m ore diverse 
w ork force. M ore than  any other group of businesses, skilled artisans show  the 
great im pact African Am ericans had  on Southern econom ies while enslaved, and 
the varied  roles they played as free people after 1865. Tradesm en, better than 
other groups of occupations, illustrated the diversity of Orange C ounty 's 
commercial developm ent.
35 Sarah Holt, Making Freedom Pay: North Carolina Preedpeople Working fo r  Themselves, 1865-1900 
(Athens, GA: University o f Georgia Press, 2000), xv.
CHAPTER FOUR 
MANUFACTURING
O range County experienced tw o heightened periods of industrial growth. 
The first occurred around  the 1840s and led to the form ation of mills producing 
refined and  finished textile and agricultural products. The second period gave 
birth to D urham  C ounty through that region 's com m itm ent and success in 
tobacco m anufacturing. In both  cases, the industrial bases that w ere form ed 
w ould no t call O range C ounty hom e for long. M any of the m id-century 
establishm ents w ere located in the portion of the county that became Alamance 
County in 1849. Likewise, the majority of the tobacco w arehouses arising after 
the Civil W ar w ere found in the part of O range that became D urham  County in 
1881. Even though  m any of the mills and  w arehouses d id  not rem ain w ithin 
Orange C ounty 's borders, the residents of the original county began and 
supported  a prosperous economy connected to m anufacturing.
Traditional mills w ere the m ost basic form  of industrialization and were 
vital to sustaining m any agrarian-based com m unities. In the 1700s, mills played 
a significant economic and social role in county life, and  could be constructed for 
personal use or approved  as m ercantile establishm ents, opening the m iller's 
services to the com m unity-at-large.36 Commercially significant, mills not only 
turned  crops into usable comm odities, bu t m any tim es expanded into a type of 
commercial complex, often including blacksm ith shops, gins, stills, and the Post
36 Jean Bradley Anderson, Durham County (Durham, N.C.: Duke University Press, 1990), 49-51.
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Office. Socially, m ills soon became a gathering po in t for residents from  miles 
around.37
People looked to establish or expand factories in the early nineteenth 
century. A public m eeting w as held on May 28,1813, in H illsborough to discuss 
the form ation of a textile factory for the county seat. U nfortunately, the company 
never received enough support, possibly due to the effects of the W ar of 1812, 
and the H illsborough M anufacturing Com pany folded. It w as not until Edwin 
M. H olt form ed H olt and  Carrigan Cotton Mill in 1837 that the county could 
claim a true  m anufacturer. H olt's pioneering establishm ents became part of the 
industrial foundation  of Alamance County in 1849.
H olt's credit ledger indicates that he m anaged his general store from  
Septem ber 1850 to M arch 1852, before being bought ou t by John and Charles 
Freeland. Secondary sources m ore fully address H olt's influence and  prosperity, 
which predate his credit listing. Inspired by the G reensboro Cotton Mill, Holt 
com pleted his first factory in 1837 w ith the help of slaves and hired hands. W ith 
his products already being exported to Petersburg and Clarksville, Virginia, in 
addition to Salisbury and Fayetteville, N orth  Carolina, H olt upgraded  his 
m achinery and  produced  cotton that sold for six cents a yard. By 1860, Holt 
em ployed sixty w om en and eighty men, he had  an assessed tax value of $57,000, 
he held 1,600 acres in property  and 51 slaves, and  he ow ned at least one 
distillery, sawmill, brickyard, and  shoe shop. Ten years later, H olt's tax value
37 Ibid., 72.
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had grow n to $73,625, and  his cotton mills accounted for seventy percent of all 
mills in Alamance County.38
Even though  Edw in H olt's success as a m anufacturer w as not recorded in 
Orange C ounty 's credit ratings or censuses im m ediately before and after the 
Civil W ar, his achievem ents helped pave the w ay for fu tu re  industrialists. In 
1860, 32 heads-of-households w ere involved in som e m anufacturing endeavor, 
w ith  the m ajority invested in milling. As previously stated, mills w ere a basic 
yet vital com ponent to com m unity developm ent, so it is no t surprising that mills 
significantly outnum ber m ore advanced industrial services. In fact, mills were 
the only industrial establishm ents in 1860 in all locations except Hillsborough. 
The 13 H illsborough-based millers, however, were joined by three m en who 
deem ed them selves "m anufacturers," as well as an  equal num ber of 
tobacconists.39 An 1852 H illsborough Recorder article outlined the major 
m anufacturing establishm ents in the county. That inventory m entions three 
major cotton or wool factories, a foundry, and a firm  dedicated to m anufacturing 
w indow  blinds.40
One credit-rated business m entioned in the 1852 Recorder article provides 
greater insight into the nature of O range C ounty 's m ore developed antebellum  
factories. James H. W ebb inherited a general store in Clover Garden, in the
38 Rachel Y. Holt, "Edwin Michael Holt," in Powell, vol. 3, 182-3.
39 Orange County census, 1860.
40 Lefler and Wager, 269-270.
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southw estern  portion  of the county, from  his deceased father in October 1850, 
and w as im m ediately considered a very safe and respected young man. Despite 
his security and  assets of $20,000 in June 1853, W ebb thought he w as going to go 
out of business and, in fact, d id  so a year later. The som ew hat random  
disappearance of a potentially profitable business is confusing, yet further 
investigation uncovers W ebb's involvem ent in his brother's cotton factory, Webb 
and Douglas. This very stable com pany existed under several nam es from  July 
1852 to January 1866, alw ays w orth  at least $30,000 to $40,000.41 O ther sources 
contend that offshoots of the original W ebb and Douglas firm  w ere in operation 
even after W orld W ar I.42
Receipts, letters, and  various other docum ents contained in the Webb 
family papers illustrate the success of this firm  and its m ulti-faceted nature. Bills 
support the R. G. D un agent's listing of 1852 as the year of com m encem ent for 
the com pany, and  they also indicate W ebb and Douglas's presence in endeavors 
unrelated to cotton m anufacturing prior to that time. Receipts list products 
ranging from  hay and  oats to bellows, anvils, soap, and  snuff th roughout the 
firm 's existence. Those items, along w ith  cotton, w ere sh ipped to such cities as 
N ew  York and  Petersburg, as well as locations in N orth  Carolina, such as 
Fayetteville and  Eno Mills 43 Such a broad list of clients and  a h igh  degree of
41 Dun and Company credit reports, North Carolina, Orange County, vol. 19: 226-9, 235-9.
42 Lefler and Wager, 270.
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prosperity  clearly m ade James W ebb a successful businessm an rather than  a 
m erchant w ho could only operate a general store for four years. Furtherm ore, 
Webb and D ouglas illustrates the positive affect a partnership  could have on the 
success of such a large-scale operation.
M en such as James W ebb and his brother w ere able to w eather the Civil 
W ar and continue their practice throughout Reconstruction. W hile this was a 
period of hardsh ip  and  uncertainty for m any southerners, the postbellum  years 
actually m arked the emergence of w idespread, successful m anufacturing in 
O range County. Basic grain  milling continued to be a notew orthy presence, but 
tobacco became the cash crop that created a true "N ew  South" tow n in D urham  
and helped elevate som e entrepreneurs to the national stage.
According to the census, the num ber of heads-of-households involved in 
milling rose from  26 to thirty from  1860 to 1870. Those participating in 
unspecified factory w ork or m anufacturing clim bed from  three to nine, and the 
largest increase cam e in tobacco m anufacturing, w ith  total involvem ent soaring 
from  three to nineteen.44 The R. G. D un and C om pany credit ratings give an 
even m ore im pressive overview  of the dram atic rise of tobacco m anufacturing 
after the war. W hile the O range C ounty textile industry  forged by W ebb and 
Douglas and others decreased after 1865, grain m illing m ade gains; bu t even that 
industry  pales in com parison w ith  the emergence of 34 tobacco firms w hen none
43 Various receipts and invoices, 1850-1859, Webb & Douglas Papers, James Webb Papers, series 3.1, 
Southern Historical Collection.
44 Orange County census, 1860 and 1870.
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w ere credit-rated prior to 1861. According to D un agents, tobacco
m anufacturing accounted for over tw o-thirds of the postbellum  industrial 
businesses in  O range County.45
Ironically, the occupation of Orange C ounty by U nion troops provided a 
needed stim ulus for the county 's future tobacco industry . O range C ounty 's 
tobacco production  history can be traced to R. F. Morris, w ho began his business 
before the outbreak of w ar bu t sold his operation to John R. Green w ithin a few 
years. G reen w as a significant contributor to the form ation of Orange C ounty's 
tobacco business in D urham , and subsisted during  the Civil W ar through orders 
from  ex-University of N orth  Carolina students now  serving the Confederacy. 
D uring the days surround ing  the April 1865 negotiations betw een Joseph E. 
Johnston and  W illiam  T. Sherm an at Bennett Place in D urham , Green's 
w arehouse w as ransacked by passing northern  soldiers and  his business was 
destroyed in the final days of the war. Ironically, the soldiers became so fond of 
their looted tobacco that orders began pouring  into G reen's dilapidated 
w arehouse and  his business w as rev ita lized46 This publicity of D urham 's 
quality tobacco houses, Bull D urham  and A m erican Tobacco Com pany, 
entrenched the tow n on the national m arket for years to come and helped 
determ ine the county 's postw ar economic structure.
45 Dun and Company credit reports, North Carolina, Orange County, vol. 19.
46 Mattie U. Russell, “John Ruffin Green,” in Powell, vol. 2, 358.
39
Even though  G reen benefited from  the business founded  years earlier by 
Morris, the postbellum  tobacco m anufacturing firm  of R. F. M orris and Son 
typifies the Reconstruction-era business m arket in O range County. Records 
support the claim  that M orris's operation began before the Civil W ar, but his 
ratings by R. G. D un and  C om pany agents begin in 1871.47 M orris's initial credit 
report began w ith  a m odest "supposedly good" entry, bu t the com pany's history 
soon became m ore complex. Morris initially pu rsued  a career in tobacco 
m anufacturing in D urham , form ing a special partnership  w ith  W. H. Williams, 
President of the N ational Bank Capital, and J. A. Ashe, a local businessm an 
referred to as a special partner in an 1872 report. Two years later, M orris's 
interest in the com pany began to decline and a new  partner, S. F. Tomlinson, 
became the responsible party. The business w as allegedly out of existence in 
1875, yet an estim ated w orth  of $40,000 is listed in 1877. W hile Tomlinson and 
the tobacco business appear to have thrived, M orris conducted a general store 
and am assed a w orth  of $25,000 in his ow n rig h t.48
R. F. M orris and  Son is an  example of a com pany that found economic 
prosperity in the new  tobacco industry. M orris form ed partnerships to give his 
business the greatest chance for success and sold his in terest at a time he 
determ ined to be financially rew arding  or professionally necessary. M orris w ent
47 Ibid., 358. This biographical sketch notes that Green purchased Morris’ tobacco factory in 
approximately 1862. It is possible Morris began this business during the first years o f the Civil War; 
however, it is more likely that the business was started before the outbreak of hostilities, yet no credit 
ratings exist during that period.
48 Dun and Company credit reports, North Carolina, Orange County, vol. 19: 236-6, 238-8L, 284-3.
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on to illustrate how  other occupations, such as that of general store owner, could 
be successful in the new  economic system. O n several levels, R. F. M orris's credit 
reports show  how  im portant tobacco m anufacturing becam e to O range County 
commerce.
M uch like earlier industrial firms, tobacco factories often depended on 
partnerships to succeed. Julian S. C arr's involvem ent in the Bull D urham  
Tobacco C om pany m ay be the greatest exam ple of an  outside investor's impact 
on a com pany 's success. C arr entered a partnership w ith  W. T. Blackwell and 
James Day in 1870.49 The prom inence and w ealth  of these three m en helped 
propel Bull D urham  to w idespread  renow n, w ith  one agent calling them  the 
"largest tobacco m en in [N orth Carolina]."50 To a great extent, Carr was 
responsible for the com pany 's increased efficiency during  the 1870s and 1880s 
w ith  his im plem entation of the Smith machine. This device, w hich shredded and 
ground tobacco m ore quickly, was first show n to C arr during  a trip to 
Richmond, Virginia. W illiam H. Kerr m ade im provem ents to the machine that 
boosted production  from  600 to 25,000 bags a day per operator and  increased 
Bull D urham 's assets from  $29,923 in 1871 to $500,000 in 1883 and $2 million in 
1887.51 A letter w ritten  over a decade later from  C arr to J. G. Rencher, an 
associate, lists C arr as the president of Blackwell's Tobacco C om pany and the
49 Nannie Tilley, Bright-Tobacco Industry (Chapel Hill: University o f North Carolina Press, 1948), 533.
t
50 Ibid., 245-1.
51 Boyd, 71-75.
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business's assets at $4 million. Interestingly, m uch of C arr's success came in an 
industry  that he had  view ed as unfavorable and im m oral earlier in life. Carr 
rem inisced to his father in an 1897 letter about his eight goals of m orality for 
college, w ith  num bers three, four, and  five being pledges never to smoke a 
cigarette, cigar, or pipe, respectively.52 Financial rew ard  proved too enticing, 
however, as C arr and  Blackwell's partnership  created opportunities and  success 
during  D urham 's m anufacturing revolution.
The dem and created by R. F. M orris's bright leaf tobacco created a 
w indow  of opportun ity  for other w ould-be tobacconists. W ashington Duke was 
the m an w ho seized the m om ent m ost fully. After being drafted into the 
Confederate arm y at 43, taken prisoner in Richmond, and later released in New 
Bern, N orth  Carolina, to w alk the 130 miles hom e, Duke w as forced to provide 
for his family in  post-w ar O range County.53 Duke tu rned  to peddling  tobacco in 
eastern N orth  Carolina. These ventures m et his fam ily's financial needs and 
produced enough capital for Duke to significantly expand his landholdings. 
How ever, D uke d id  not become a m ajor tobacco producer until his son Brodie 
persuaded him  to m ove the m anufacturing base to Durham .
Blackwell and  C arr continued to lead D urham  tobacco m anufacturers, but 
w ith  the addition  of a Baltimore investor, George W atts, as a partner, and the
52 Letter from Julian Carr to J. G. Rencher, August 15, 1898, and Letter from Julian Carr to his father, John 
Carr, September 16, 1897, Julian Shakespeare Carr Papers, section 1/1, Southern Historical Collection.
53 Robert F. Durden, Bold Entrepreneur: A Life o f  James B. Duke (Durham: Carolina Academic Press, 
2003), 8.
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com pany's w illingness to experim ent w ith  m achine-rolled cigarettes, Duke was 
ready for the in ternational stage. In 1885, W. Duke and  Sons became the first 
com pany to use the Bonsack m achine to m ass-produce cigarettes.54 Five years 
after this successful gam ble and the establishm ent of a branch w arehouse in N ew  
York, W. Duke and  Sons m erged w ith  four com petitors to form  American 
Tobacco Com pany. W ashington D uke's son, James, became the president of 
Am erican Tobacco, and  in 1890 he controlled the largest tobacco com pany in the 
world.
Bull D urham  Tobacco Com pany and W. Duke and Sons w ere more 
successful than  m any of their contem poraries, bu t they exemplify tw o of the 
m ost significant changes in Orange County businesses from  Reconstruction 
onw ard. The 265 firm s credit-rated in the postbellum  years illustrate a dram atic 
m igration of businesses to D urham  and the em ergence of tobacco m anufacturing. 
W ith the exception of Chapel Hill, which experienced a 43 percent decrease in its 
credit-rated business from  the antebellum  period, all other locations grew  in 
num bers. H illsborough and the rural areas surround ing  the three m ain 
population centers of Chapel Hill, H illsborough, and  D urham  both underw ent 
slight grow th, bu t none com pare to the commercial explosion that took place in 
D urham . A total of eight businesses existed in D urham  prior to the Civil War, a 
m inuscule num ber w hen  com pared w ith  the 144 firm s that originated in that 
location betw een 1865 and 1880. The "Bull City" expanded its business
54 Ibid., 21.
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com m unity by m ore than  1,000 percent and accounted for over half of the total 
postbellum  firms in  the county, w ith  nearly all these achievem ents contributable 
to the tow n 's com m itm ent to m anufacturing. N ot every O range C ounty resident 
w ho grew, sold, or m anufactured tobacco w as successful, bu t the county's 
economic livelihood cam e to revolve around tobacco. The in troduction of this 
m anufacturing base transform ed the economic focus of the county. The changes 
w ere so significant that D urham  leaders called for the form ation of a new  county 
that better represented their interests. This final transform ation occurred in 1881 
w hen O range County w as divided for the last time, and  D urham  County was 
created.
CHAPTER FIVE 
MISCELLANEOUS OCCUPATIONS
Some nineteenth-century O range County residents set up  shop in fields 
that are not as easily categorized as that of the tailor or the tobacco m anufacturer. 
Several of these lone-wolf business people, such as the prom inent architect John 
Berry, w ere influential well outside the county limits. O thers, like Betsie W arren, 
the tow n prostitute, served the com m unity on a m uch smaller, less visible level. 
From  law yers and  doctors to civil servants and m inisters, census takers and 
credit reporters uncovered countless Orange C ounty residents w ho were 
contributing to the county 's commercial and social developm ent in fields less 
categorically specific than  those previously discussed, yet no less im portant.
W hile m any of the occupations w ithin  this m iscellaneous grouping are not 
commercial enterprises in and of themselves, m ost are very good indicators of a 
com m unity 's stability. A lm ost any village w ith  a reasonable population could 
expect to find a country doctor or a clergym an in its population, bu t the presence 
of teachers, hoteliers, and  local officials conveyed a greater sense of purpose and 
both  economic and  social grow th for a town. Therefore, the fact that Chapel Hill 
and H illsborough supported  a credible num ber of these m ore service-oriented 
professionals th roughou t the Civil W ar-era is not surprising. W hat is more 
interesting is to evaluate how  significant these jobs could be for the various 
towns, as well as exam ining how  these businesses developed differently in a
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burgeoning com m unity like D urham  and in a long-established tow n like 
Hillsborough.
M uch has been m ade in this study of D urham 's rise to prom inence and its 
nationally recognized tobacco products. D urham 's m anufacturing prow ess and 
post-Civil W ar population  grow th are unm atched in O range County, bu t service 
industries prove tha t D urham  w as still a new , unsettled town. In 1870, the 
D urham  census lists only tw o doctors, tw o clergymen, and  one teacher. In the 
same year, Chapel Hill alone had  eight doctors, and H illsborough em ployed 
seven lawyers. The latter tow ns w ere inhabited by several teachers, clerks, 
sheriffs, and  other tow n officers, as well as editors and  printers, restaurateurs, 
and even such specific tradesm en as a kastun  m aker, w ho outfitted university 
graduates and  professors w ith  graduation regalia.55 There is no denying 
D urham 's im pressive grow th, bu t a glim pse into the services provided 
throughout the county proves that H illsborough and Chapel Hill w ere still the 
cornerstones of O range County.
A few of these citizens w ere am ong the w ealthiest in the county. George 
Purefoy, a Baptist m inister in Chapel Hill, had  the third-largest real estate 
holdings in that tow n in 1860, and the highest assessed value, $25,000, in 1870. 
Purefoy's four fellow w ealthiest landow ners in Chapel Hill in 1870 were two 
professors and tw o farm ers, and  in 1860, he w as joined by a doctor, a m erchant, a 
farm er, and  a hotel owner. W hile farm ers dom inated personal p roperty  w ealth
55 Orange County census, 1870.
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after the Civil W ar in Chapel Hill, the President of the university, David Swain, 
was the w ealthiest ow ner of personal estate in I860.56 H illsborough's richest 
citizens both  before and  after the Civil W ar tended to be farm ers, dom inated by 
Paul C. Cam eron; how ever, a few local doctors and  law yers m anaged to amass 
considerable w ealth  in tha t location.
W ealth has alw ays been a quantifiable determ inant of commercial success, 
and m any service professionals, including teachers, prospered. Several of the 
schools established in O range County w ere particularly successful. Colonel C. C. 
Tew w as a w ealthy H illsborough em igrant w ho established a thriving military 
academ y in the county seat before losing his life at A ntietam .57 In the 1840s, 
another m ilitary academ y, the Bingham School, headed by W illiam J. Bingham, 
was particularly  esteem ed, boasting students from  every state and one of the 
highest tuitions in the nation, $150 per year.58
Education w as also an area w here a select num ber of w om en experienced 
professional success. Sara Kollock and  her cousins, Sally K. and M aria J. Nash, 
operated "The Select Boarding and Day School by the Misses N ash and Miss 
Kollock." The school provided  instruction in m athem atics, art, English, French, 
and m usic to a studen t body of approxim ately sixty, 35 of w hom  w ere boarders. 
The school w as even credit rated  by R. G. D un and  Com pany officials, w ith all
56 Orange County census, 1860 and 1870.
57 William S. Powell, “Charles Courtenay Tew,” in Powell, vol. 6, 18.
58 Bennett L. Steelman, "William J. Bingham," in Powell, vol. 1, 161.
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entries suggesting the school was entirely successful. D uring its thirty-year 
existence, the Nash-Kollock school educated young, southern  ladies from  as far 
aw ay as Georgia, Virginia, and M aryland.59
A nother p rom inent female entrepreneur in a som etim es-m ale dom inated 
field was A nn H illiard, ow ner of the "Eagle Hotel." H illiard 's tavern and hotel 
w as the only lodging  of its k ind  in Chapel Hill du ring  the 1830s and 1840s. The 
innkeeper's hospitality  and  good meals m ade her instantly  popular, especially 
w ith  university students. She often covered students' debts and  w as lenient w ith  
their accounts, only because she recovered any lost m oney from  travelers and 
visitors during  com m encem ent exercises.60 H illiard 's typical rate w as $8 to $10 
per m onth for room  and board, and she alm ost always kep t a full house. In May 
1847, H illiard w elcom ed President John K. Polk, a University of N orth  Carolina 
graduate, by having  a new  w ing added  to her boarding  house in his honor. 
H illiard received an  initial credit rating on July 11, 1853, yet she was clearly in 
operation m uch earlier. As the R. G. D un and Com pany credit report indicates, 
she sold her Chapel Hill hotel and relocated to Raleigh, w here her business 
failed; she eventually re tu rned  to Chapel Hill broke and  aged.61 In spite of some 
of her m isfortunes later in life, A nn Hilliard, like the Kollock and N ash cousins,
59 “Outline Facts in Regard to the Nash & Kollock School,” Nash-Kollock School, Frederick Nash Papers, 
Southern Historical Collection.
60 Kemp Battle, History o f  the University o f  North Carolina (Raleigh: Edwards and Broughton, 1907- 
1912), vol. 1,612.
61 John Macfie, "Ann 'Nancy' Segur Hilliard," in Powell, vol. 3, 144-5.
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illustrates som e of the accom plishm ents of w om en in a m ale-dom inated 
commercial system.
Two of O range C ounty 's m ost prom inent and  successful m en m ade their 
m oney and left their m arks on their com m unities and  state in professions outside 
trades, m anufacturing, or m ercantile practices. John Berry, considered one of 
N orth  Carolina's m ost gifted antebellum  architects, is probably best know n for 
his w ork on Sm ith Hall at the University of N orth  Carolina (1851), as well as his 
designs for the O range County and Caswell C ounty courthouses (1844-5; 1835), 
num erous buildings at W ake Forest University (1835,1837), and  m ultiple private 
residences.62 Berry's influence in various other organizations, however, m ade 
him  a county leader. Berry w as the grand m aster of the Eagle Masonic Lodge in 
H illsborough, a Sunday school m anager, and a tow n com m issioner from  1842 to 
1847. Aside from  his contributions to his church and to local governm ents, Berry 
served five term s as a state senator, one term  in the state House of 
Representatives, twice as a representative at state constitutional conventions, and 
as a trustee for W ake Forest College. Despite opposing N orth  Carolina's 
secession, once the Civil W ar erupted, Berry took up  arm s and  rose to the rank of 
captain in the O range G uards, a major m ilitary un it from  the county.63
As did  John Berry, Dennis H eartt had a great im pact on his county. He 
was initially credit rated  in Septem ber, 1851, and  w hile these entries eventually
62 Kenzer, Kinship and Neighborhood, 33.
63 Mary Claire Engstrom, "John Berry," in Powell, vol. 1, 146.
49
note that he w as the oldest prin ter in the state, they fail to relate his prominence. 
H eartt founded the Hillsborough Recorder in February 1820, and  m aintained its 
publication for alm ost fifty years, eight years longer than  the date supplied by R. 
G. D un and Com pany agents.64 Throughout the Hillsborough Recorder's history, 
H eartt prom oted his political positions in the paper, as well as providing news 
and literary colum ns for his readers. H eartt also used the paper as a m eans of 
speaking ou t on the poor conditions of O range C ounty 's roads and the 
subsequent need for internal im provem ents.65 In 1845, he m ade an even more 
im pressive social statem ent w hen he published the poem s of a slave, George 
Moses H orton.66 H eartt's endeavors prove that planters and  large m anufacturers 
w ere not the only influential citizens of the county; he often used the Hillsborough 
Recorder to affect business and social life in O range County.
Even though  doctors, m inisters, and teachers w ere part of an 
underrepresen ted  category of professionals in m id-nineteenth century Orange 
County, they rem ain a notew orthy group. The low er num ber of individuals in 
these occupations is easily explained by the education and training needed to 
hold the positions. Therefore, the real interest lies not in the sheer num bers, but 
rather in the longevity of these businesses. Teachers became m ore evenly 
dispersed am ong localities after the Civil W ar, while the num ber of doctors and
64 H. Thomas Kearney, Jr., "Dennis Heartt," in Powell, vol. 3, 90.
65 Lefler and Wager, 22, 86.
66 Kearney, 90.
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m inisters rem ained steady and law yers even increased in num bers.67 In some 
ways, the last of these facts supports the idea that, even in hard  economic times, 
am id bankruptcies, law yers are still needed. The ability of m any of these 
professions to continue and expand in H illsborough and  Chapel Hill is evidence 
of these tow ns7 stability. The economic backbone of these and other 
com m unities w as found  in farm ers and tradesm en, bu t a true  sign of commercial 
and social developm ent w as the persistence of schools, law  practices, hotels, and 
other fields requiring  skilled professionals.
67 Orange County census, 1860 and 1870.
CONCLUSION
O range County, N orth  Carolina, from  its form ation through the latter 
n ineteenth century, w as thoroughly connected to farm ing. The mid-1800s 
brought im provem ents in transportation and infrastructure, advances in 
commercial developm ent, and significant alterations in social conditions, yet the 
m ajority of county residents continued to be involved in agricultural pursuits.
W hile m any classifications of businesses and  individual occupations 
m anaged to m ake the transition from  one era to the next, O range County did 
experience elem ents of profound commercial transform ation. W hile changes 
inevitably follow an event such as the Civil W ar, few people could have 
predicted the effect m anufacturing w ould have on the county. Some Orange 
County tobacco m anufacturers rose to national prom inence in the late 1800s, and 
locally, farm ers, general store owners, and the populace in  general were 
influenced by the p roduction  of this cash crop.
In a tim e of change, m any N orth  Carolinians continued to pursue an 
agrarian  w ay of life that w as comfortable and secure for their families. For some 
O range County residents, farm ing w as all they had  ever know n. For others, it 
w as their only realistic m eans to survive. Despite previous occupations and 
m odes of living, or the crops they grew, yeomen, farm  laborers, and tenant 
farm ers com bined to account for tw o out of every three O range County heads of 
household after the Civil W ar, a slight statistical increase from  the antebellum. 
M any postw ar farm ers continued to include cash crops in their rotations, yet
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their fundam ental purpose rem ained cultivating the land  for sustenance. A 
significant num ber of farm ers left H illsborough for the boom -tow n of D urham  or 
m ore rem ote country-side comm unities, bu t the county rem ained predom inantly 
agrarian.
The increase in the num ber of farm ers m ost often cam e at the expense of 
the artisan class. A struggling economy during Reconstruction decreased the 
dem and for such skilled trades as cabinet and coach m akers, tailors, and tanners. 
In spite of som e of these decreases, tradesm en continued to  be a vital segm ent of 
the population, w ith  blacksm iths, carpenters, and  shoem akers all providing 
irreplaceable services. W hile not as diverse, a sizeable group of artisans 
m anaged to persist th rough  the Civil W ar and provide additional commercial 
continuity for postbellum  O range County.
The service providers of O range County experienced a similar transition 
from  pre- to post-w ar life. Less needed services, such as hotels and  restaurants, 
decreased in num ber, b u t the county still required governm ent officials and law 
enforcem ent agents, and  the residents still needed the care and counsel of 
doctors and  lawyers. M any of these professionals actually became more 
abundant after the w ar, bu t this produced no transform ative change in the way 
business w as conducted.
According to D un agent reports, general stores dom inated the mercantile 
classification before and  after the Civil War. Even though  the num ber of 
m erchants w ith  credit reports m ore than doubled from  antebellum  to
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postbellum , they represented roughly forty percent of the total credit rated 
businesses du ring  both  periods. The reports indicate tha t roughly a quarter of 
the m erchants in business after the Civil W ar com m enced operations before 1861, 
proving that ow ning a store rem ained a viable career choice as residents 
restructured  du ring  Reconstruction. Again, m ercantile firm s experienced some 
degree of change, b u t rather seamlessly transitioned from  one era to the next 
w ith  few significant alterations.
The late 1860s and  1870s w ere a period of change for som e groups, namely 
w om en and people of color, w ho assum ed a m ore identifiable role in the 
commercial structure. African Americans and w om en contributed greatly to 
Orange C ounty 's antebellum  economy, bu t it is not until the postbellum  years, 
w hen m ore of their nam es are listed alongside those of w hite m ales in the census 
data  as heads of households, that their contributions can be accurately analyzed. 
Some w om en continued the entrepreneurial spirit of Sarah Kollock and Ann 
Hilliard, while others w ere th rust into the role of provider due to family losses 
and needs.
The statistical increase of African Americans and  m ulattos in various 
O range C ounty jobs is less surprising. The freeing of thousands of Orange 
County slaves after the Civil W ar provided an opportunity  for these m en and 
w om en to contribute to the county 's developm ent as freepeople, often in 
farm ing, bu t also in skilled areas such as blacksmithing. The jobs held by these 
w om en and African Am erican w orkers did  not m ake a dram atic im pact on the
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economy, bu t even their presence in the postw ar m arket and  records m arks a 
significant change.
Travelers passing th rough  O range County, N orth  Carolina in the early 
nineteenth century often com m ented on the dom inance of agriculture in the 
county. Visitors during  the last decades of the 1800s noted the smokestacks of 
factories and  stores of Chapel Hill and H illsborough. The county evolved from  a 
collection of backcountry settlem ents in the mid-1700s into the hom e of the first 
state university by the end of that century, and  then  into a w idely recognized 
producer of tobacco a century later.
If the visitors m entioned above had  traveled to som e of the less prom inent 
population centers in the county late in the century, they m ight have noted less 
dram atic changes. The census data from  1860 and 1870 clearly illustrate that 
O range County rem ained an agricultural com m unity, w ith  nearly tw o-thirds of 
the household heads farm ing before and after the Civil War. H illsborough 
rem ained a respected tow n and political center and  Chapel Hill boasted trades 
and shops supported  by the university, suggesting that the occupational profile 
of these areas rem ained relatively consistent from  antebellum  to postbellum .
It is against this backdrop of transitional change tha t a transform ative 
process took place. Even though O range County w as fam iliar w ith 
m anufacturing, th rough  its netw ork of mills and textile m anufacturers, it was the 
tobacco industry  rooted in D urham  that caused a transform ation. The success of 
the first tobacco m anufacturers influenced w hich crops farm ers grew  and w here
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other professionals established their businesses, w ith  hundreds of residents 
m oving to D urham  after the war. The tobacco industry 's  lasting and telling 
transform ative effect extended into the political realm  w ith  the division of 
Orange C ounty into tw o counties in 1881. The tobacco m anufacturers in D urham  
grew  strong quickly, the m ore traditional leaders in H illsborough w ere slow to 
react to a changing economy, and O range C ounty w as left w ith  a change that is 
still visible today.
The Civil W ar affected com m unities across the country, and Orange 
C ounty should  certainly be counted am ong them . The citizens of the small 
Piedm ont county m anaged to regroup, however, and  persist through the end of 
the 1800s. Some residents did so in occupations tha t changed very little over the 
course of th irty  years, while others pioneered fields tha t w ould change the 
county forever.
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APPENDIX A  
TABLES
TABLE 1.
C om parison of Data from  R. G. D un Reports for O range County, NC, 
Antebellum  Years (1845-1861) and Postbellum  Years (1865-1881): N um ber of 
Different Types of Business
Antebellum  Postbellum
Business Type: Number % Number %
Agriculture 1 0.9% 8 3.1%
Merchant 39 35.1% 103 40.6%
Tradesman 38 34.2% 32 12.6%
M anufacturing 7 6.3% 49 19.3%
Service 11 9.9% 20 7.9%
Other 10 9.0% 19 7.5%
Unknown 5 4.5% 23 9.1%
TOTAL 111 254
4
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TABLE 2.
C om parison of Census Data from  1860 and 1870: N um ber of O range County, 
NC, H eads-of-H ousehold Occupied in Different Types of Business
1860 1870
Business Type: # % # %
Agriculture 1333 63.4% 1775 69.0%
Merchant 25 1.2% 21 0.8%
Tradesman 225 10.7% 181 7.0%
Manufacturing 32 1.5% 52 2.0%
Service 55 2.6% 56 2.2%
Other 33 1.6% 415 16.1%
U nknow n 401 19.1% 73 2.8%
TOTAL 2104 2573
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TABLE 3.
C oded Data from  R. G. D un C redit Reports, A ntebellum  Years (1845-1861): 
Counts by O ccupation and Location (Towns in O range County)68
Hillsborough Chapel Hill Other
Business Type: # % # % # %
Merchant 16 34.0% 16 34.0% 15 31.9%
General Store 9 31.0% 9 31.0% 11 37.9%
Confectioner 1 20.0% 3 60.0% 1 20.0%
Dry Goods 1 33.3% 2 66.7%
Grocer 1 50.0% 1 50.0%
Liquor 4 50.0% 1 12.5% 3 37.5%
Tradesman 21 55.3% 13 34.2% 4 10.5%
Blacksmith 1
Boot and Shoe maker 2 28.6% 7 71.4%
Carpenter, Builder 1
Coachmaker 7 63.6% 1 9.0% 3 27.3%
Degueretypist 1 100.0%
Furniture maker 1 100.0%
Jeweler 1 100.0%
Machinist 1 50.0% 1 50.0%
Tailor, clothing maker 4 80.0% 1 20.0%
Tanner 3 75.0% 1 25.0%
Tinner 2 100.0%
M anufacturing 2 28.6% 2 28.6% 3 42.9%
Cotton/W ool ..... 1...... 33.3 2 66.7%
Foundry 1 100.0%
Lumber 1 100.0%
Miller 1 50.0% 1 50.0%
Service 3 8 0 0.0%
Doctor, Druggist 2 33.3% 4 66.7%
Hotel, Tavern 1 20.0% 4 80.0%
Other 7 70.0% 2 20.0% T/lT 10.0%
Books, Printer 3 60.0% 1 20.0% l 20.0%
Teacher 2 100.0%
Rail Road 2 66.7% 1 33.3%
Unknown 1 20.0% 4 80.0% 0 0.0%
TOTAL 50 42.7% ■ 44 37.6% 23 19.7%
68 Please note that one farmer in Chapel Hill was credit rated between 1845 and 1861, and has been omitted 
from the above table. For Tables 3, 4, 5, and 6, a blank entry for a given occupation represents zero people 
or businesses involved in that location.
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TABLE 4.
C oded Data from  R. G. D un Credit Reports, Postbellum  Years (1865-1881): 
Counts by O ccupation and by Location (Towns in O range County)
Business Type:
Agriculture
Farmer
Merchant
General Store 
Confectioner 
Dry Goods 
Grocer 
Liquor
Women's Store
Tradesman
Boot and Shoe maker
Carpenter
Coachmaker
Furniture maker
Jeweler
Machinist
Photographer
Silversmith
Tailor, clothing maker
Tanner, Saddler
Tinner
Manufacturing
Cotton
Miller
Tobacco
Service
Doctor, Druggist 
Hotel, Tavern 
Restaurant, Butcher, Ice
Other
Banker
Books, Printer 
Insurance agent 
Teacher
Unknown
TOTAL
Hillsborough Chapel H ill
# % # %
6 75.0% 0 0.0%
6 75.0%
27 23.7% 12 10.5%
19 21.6% 10 11.4%
3 42.9% 1 14.3%
3 60.0%
2 18.2%
1 100.0%
9 28.1% 4 12.5%
2 28.6% 2 28.6%
1 25.0%
1 25.0%
1 100.0%
1 50.0%
2 50.0%
3 60
8 16.3% ■ 1 2.0%
3 21.4 1 7.1%
5 14.7
4 20.0% 3 15.0%
3 23.1% 3 23.1%
1 20.0%
5 26.3% 1 5.3%
1 12.5% 1 12.5%
1 14.3%
3 100.0%
2 8.7% 5 . 21.7%
61 23.0% 26 9.8%
Durham Other
# % # %
2 25.0% 0 0.0%
2 25.0%
54 47.4% 21 18.4%
38 43.2% 21 23.9%
3 42.9%
2 100.0%
2 40.0%
9 81.8%
16 50.0°/,. 3 9.4%
2 28.6% 1 14.3%
1 100.0%
3 75.0%
2 50.0% 1 25.0%
1 100.0%
3 100.0%
1 100.0%
1 50.0%
1 25.0% 1 25.0%
2 40.0%
35 71.4% 5 10.2%
1 100.0%
8 57.1% 2 14.3%
26 76.5% 3 8.8%
12 60.0% 1 5.0%
6 46.2% 1 7.7%
4 80.0%
2 100.0%
13 68.4% 0 0.0%
1 100.0%
6 75.0%
6 85.7%
13 56.5% 3 13.0%
145 54.7% 33 12.5%
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TABLE 5.
1860 Census Data for Towns in O range County, NC: Counts by Occupation 
and by Location
Business Type: Hillsborough Chapel H ill Other
# % # % # %
Agriculture 785 58.9% 215 16.1% 333 25.0%
Farmer 637 57 8% 161 14.6% 305 27.7%
Laborer, Tenant 133 61.9% 54 25.1% 28 13.0%
Overseer 15 100.0%
Merchant 13 52.0% 12 48.0% 0 0.0%
Grocer 1 50.0% 1 50.0%
Merchant, Trader 12 52.2% 11 47.8%
Tradesman 102 45.3% 79 35.1% 44 19.6%
Blacksmith 8 33.3% 9 37.5% 7 29.2%
Boot and Shoe maker 13 41.9% 12 38.7% 6 19.4%
Cabinetmaker, Crockmaker 1 12.5% 4 50.0% 3 37.5%
Carpenter, Builder 16 36.4% 16 36.4% 12 27.3%
Carriage and Coachmaker, etc. 10 31.2% 13 40.6% 9 28.1%
Gardner 1 33.3% 2 66.7%
Jeweler 1 100.0%
Mason 3 16.7% 10 55.6% 5 27.8%
Mechanic 31 91.2% 1 3.0% 2 5.9%
Painter, Artist 3 75.0% 1 25.0%
Tailor, Hatter, Kastun maker 6 42.9% 8 52.2%
Tanner, Saddler 8 72.8% 3 27.3%
Tinner 1 100.0%
Manufacturing 19 59.4% 10 31.2% 3 9.4%
Manufacturer 3 100.0%
Miller 13 50.0% 10 39.5% 3 11.5%
Tobacoonist 3 100.0%
Service 31 56.4% 16 29.1% 8 14.5%
Butcher, Restaurant 1 25.0% 3 75.0%
Clergy 4 66.7% 2 33.3%
Constable, Sheriff 4 50.0%
County Officials, Mail Carrier 3 47.6% 3 28.6%
Doctor, Druggist 10 60.0% 6 20.0% 5 23.8%
Hotel, Boarding house 3 66.7% 1 11.1% 1 20.0%
Lawyer, Judge 6 100.0 1 0.0% 2 22.2%
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TABLE 5. Continued
Business Type: Hillsborough Chapel H ill Other
# % # % # %
Other 11 33.3% 16 48.5% 6 18.2%
Barber, Cook, Domestic, etc. 6 60.0% 4 40.0%
Editor, Printer, Bible agent 2 66.7% 1 33.3%
Instructor, Professor 10 76.9% 3 23.1%
Prostitute 1 100.0%
Rail Road 2 33.3% 2 33.3% 2 33.3%
Unknown 222 55.4% 120 29.9% 59 14.7%
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TABLE 6.
1870 Census Data for Towns in Orange County, NC: Counts by Occupation 
and by Location
Business Type: Hillsborough Chapel H ill Durham Other
# % # % # % # %
Agriculture 371 20.9% 428 24.1% 362 20.4% 614 34.6%
Farmer 219 19.7% 266 23.9% 242 21.8% 385 34.6%
Laborer 152 22.9% 162 24.4% 120 18.1% 229 34.5%
Merchant 11 52.4% 5 23.8% 4 19.0% 1 4.8%
Confectioner 1 100.0%
Liquor 1 100.0%
Merchant, Trader 9 47.4% 5 26.3% 4 21.1% 1 5.3%
Tradesman 57 31.5% 62 34.3% 30 16.6% 32 : 17.7%
Blacksmith 6 14.0% 12 27.9% 7 " 16.3% 18 41.9%
Boot and Shoe maker 10 35.7% 12 42.9% 3 10.7% 3 10.7%
Cabinet and Chairmaker 4 40.0% 3 30.0% 2 20.0% 1 10.0%
Carpenter 19 37.3% 17 33.3% 12 23.5% 3 5.9%
Carriage /  Coachmaker 6 40.0% 3 20.0% 3 20.0% 3 20.0%
Gardner 1 100.0%
Gunsmith 1 100.0%
Jeweler 1 100.0%
Machinist 1 100.0%
Masons 5 38.5% 8 61.5%
Painter 1 20.0% 3 60.0% 1 20.0%
Tailor, Hatter, Seamstress 2 33.3% 3 50.0% 1 16.7%
Tanner, Saddler 2 40.0% 1 20.0% 1 20.0% 1 20.0%
Tinner 1 100.0%
Manufacturing 13 25.0% 12 23.1%, 13 25.0% . 14 26.9%
Factory worker 4 44.4% 5 55.6%
Miller 7 23.3% 12 40.0% 3 10.0% 8 26.7%
Tobacoonist 6 46.2% 6 46.2% 1 7.7%
Service 25 44.6% 24 42.9% 4 . 7.1% 3 5.4%
Boarding house, Tavern 1 100.0%
Butcher 1 100.0%
Clergy 4 40.0% 3 30.0% 2 20.0% 1 10.0%
County Official, Mail 4 36.4% 7 63.6%
Carrier
Doctor, Druggist 6 31.6% 9 47.4% 2 10.5% 2 10.5%
Lawyer 7 63.6% 4 36.4%
Sheriff, Constable 2 66.7% 1 33.3%
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TABLE 6. Continued
Business Type: Hillsborough Chapel H ill Durham Other
# % # % # % # %
Other 116 28.0% 118 28.4% 99 23.9% 82 19.8%
Barber, Cook, Domestic 4 16.7% 12 50.0% 7 29.2% 1 4.2%
Editor, Printer, Book 5 100.0%
dealer
Housekeeper 92 26.0% 99 28.0% 83 23.4% 80 22.6%
Instructor, Professor, 6 46.2% 5 38.5% 1 7.7% 1 7.7%
Teacher
Rail Road 9 47.4% 2 10.5% 8 42.1%
Unknown 20 27.4% 21 28.8% 15 20.5% 17 23.3%
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APPENDIX B 
Orange County History through the Civil War
O range County w as form ed in 1752 in response to an  influx of im m igrants 
from  Pennsylvania and  Virginia w ho w ere settling in the w estern  part of the 
state. These Scotch-Irish, German, and  W elsh settlers sought new  land and 
opportunity , w hile a grow ing num ber fled attacks spaw ned by the French and 
Indian W ar and  increasing taxes from  the Anglican Church. Orange C ounty's 
rap id  grow th  during  this period is exemplified by the increase in the num ber of 
taxable residents from  tw enty to nearly 4,000 in tw enty years.69
H illsborough w as the first political and  comm ercial center of Orange 
County. It also w as not long before H illsborough became a hom e to the voice of 
dissent for the w hole colony. Residents in the w estern  portions of N orth 
Carolina became disgruntled  over increasing taxes and the general oppression of 
colonial governm ent. A n opposition group know n as the Regulators form ed in 
w estern  counties and  staged tw o im portant confrontations in O range County. At 
a 1768 trial of tw o Regulator leaders, 3,700 arm ed Regulator sym pathizers 
am assed near the H illsborough courthouse, bu t chose not to interfere w ith the 
proceedings w hen  they w ere m et by 1,500 militiamen. Three years later, in May 
of 1771, there w as another confrontation betw een the Regulator forces and
69 Hugh Lefler and Albert Ray Newsome, The History o f  a Southern State: North Carolina (Chapel Hill: 
University o f North Carolina Press, 1954), 84-85.
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G overnor W illiam Tryon's militia. That violent exchange left T ryon's m en 
victorious, and  they celebrated by hanging a captured H illsborough Regulator.70
In spite of this political unrest, H illsborough and O range County 
continued to evolve from  rural backcountry to a settled tow n and communities. 
H illsborough w as even selected as the site of the new  state capitol in 1781. 
How ever, tha t choice w as unpopular and the decision w as quickly repealed. As 
a result, the legislature and governor w ere w ithout an  official seat of governm ent 
for seven years until present day Raleigh was designated the new  capitol site as a 
com prom ise.71
The county 's comm ercial life arguably can be traced to James Hogg. Hogg 
w as a m em ber of a successful family of m erchants w ho rose to prom inence in 
W ilm ington, N orth  Carolina. Following his b ro ther's success in W ilmington, 
James H ogg opened several stores in Orange C ounty during  the late 1700s, m ost 
notably at H illsborough and Cross Creek.72 The inroads m ade by H ogg opened 
the w ay for other m erchants to branch out to surrounding  areas. The official 
opening of the University of N orth  Carolina in 1795 m ade Chapel Hill a viable 
commercial prospect, and  storeowners, such as W illiam Barbee, prospered from 
the tow n 's growth.
70 William Powell, North Carolina through Four Centuries (Chapel Hill: University o f North Carolina 
Press, 1989), 151-158.
71 Lefler and Newsome, 259.
72 Harry Roy Merrens, Colonial North Carolina in the Eighteenth Century: A Study in Historical 
Geography {Chapel Hill: University o f North Carolina Press, 1964), 153.
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W ith an increasing political and  commercial identity, Orange County 
began expanding in different directions, as som e residents developed state and 
national reputations. Archibald M urphey, an O range County native, recognized 
the need for social and  educational reform s in his hom e county and state and 
assum ed leadership of a reform  movement. W hile M urphey focused on m any 
needed changes, from  com m unication to transportation, his ultim ate cause 
became the establishm ent of a public school system .73 Even though m any of 
M urphey 's proposals w ere defeated during his lifetime, the state General 
Assembly finally recognized the need for educational reform , and a bill based 
largely on M urphey" s recom m endations w as passed in  1839. O ther native 
O range County residents served the country in m ore prom inent positions. Willie 
P. M angum  w as a longtim e Senator for N orth Carolina and  even President Pro 
Tem pore of the Senate. Thomas Ruffin, N orth  Carolina's Suprem e Court Chief 
Justice from  1833 to 1852, was praised by then  U nited States Chief Justice 
H ow ard Taft for adap ting  English com m on law  to frontier conditions, w ith m any 
of Ruffin's decisions being followed throughout southern  and  w estern courts.74
The m ore com m on O range County resident found w ays to serve greater 
causes as well. The W ar of 1812 had a negligible im pact on N orth Carolinians, 
bu t m ore volunteers signed on during  later confrontations. Three hundred  forty- 
four O range County m en volunteered for the M exican W ar in 1846. Only sixty
73 Powell, North Carolina Through Four Centuries, 257-258.
74 Blackwelder, 102; Blackwell P. Robinson in Dictionary o f North Carolina Biography, vol. 5, 267.
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volunteers w ere so noble the following year. Fifteen years later, southerners 
w ere again in a position to volunteer their services. Even though  O range County 
and m uch of N orth  Carolina rem ained conditional U nionist in  sentim ent during 
the grow ing secessionist m ovem ent of 1861, no southern  state m ustered more of 
its native sons than  N orth  Carolina. 1,260 young m en from  O range County 
helped form  the num erous regim ents of N orth  Carolina troops, w ith  at least 249 
dying and  139 being w ounded; the actual figures are probably considerably 
higher.75 The effects of w ar, m ainly the loss of hum an  lives, socially and 
culturally dam aged the county; however, families and com m unities were forced 
to rebuild, and  in som e cases benefited from  this seem ing low  point in the 
nation 's history.
W ith the N orth 's  exposure to and taste for sou thern  tobacco, Orange 
County had  been given its foundation on w hich to rebuild during 
Reconstruction. The few  antebellum  tobacco w arehouses reaped  the initial 
rew ards, bu t others soon followed, and the tow n of D urham  became nationally 
recognized. This unbrid led  grow th led Caleb B. Green, a General Assemblyman, 
to lobby for the form ation of new  county, w ith  D urham  as the county seat. In 
spite of opposition from  residents of H illsborough and Chapel Hill, the bill was 
passed in 1881, and  D urham  C ounty was formed.
75 Lefler and Wager, 110.
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APPENDIX C 
R. G. Dun and Company History
The credit rating system  m ade popular by R. G. D un and John M. 
Bradstreet w as inherited from  Lewis Tappan. The Panic of 1837 and the 
subsequent depression prom pted  Tappan to establish a system atic credit rating 
service in 1841. The losses caused by this economic catastrophe led 
entrepreneurs to dem and a m ore accurate form  of credit reporting.76 W hile other 
credit houses had  em ployed m en to gather inform ation on local businesses, 
Tappan's M ercantile Agency was the first to use unpaid  attorneys as its agents. 
These attorneys w orked for free, know ing T appan w ould  em ploy them  as legal 
counsel for any cases involving the businesses on w hich they reported. The 
attorneys w ere often from  outside the local com m unity and em ployed m ultiple 
tactics to glean their inform ation. Agents used their ow n know ledge, as well as 
that of local citizens and  such public records as tax books, to compile and analyze 
inform ation on businesses. These listings w ere then  sent to the M ercantile 
Agency offices in N ew  York to be transcribed and m ade available to creditors.77
By 1844, T appan w as convinced by one of his partners, Edw ard E. 
Dunbar, that the South w as necessary to their success. Tappan 's stance as an 
abolitionist, how ever, w as seen as a problem  in fulfilling the southern credit
76 James D. Norris, R. G. Dun and Co. 1841-1900: The Development o f  Credit-Reporting in the Nineteenth 
Century (Westport and London: Greenwood Press, 1978), 8.
77 Robert C. Kenzer, "Black Businessmen in the Postwar South: North Carolina, 1865-1880," Business 
History Review 63 (Spring 1989): 63.
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rating needs. To avoid this impasse, Tappan decided to divide his company, 
placing D unbar in control of the southern branch. The separation of the 
Mercantile Agency w as successful, and  by 1851 the com pany controlled the 
South's credit ratings.78 It w as around this point in the com pany 's history that 
D un joined the agency, and  by 1858 he w as serving as its adm inistrator.
The M ercantile Agency relied alm ost exclusively on its unpaid  agents to 
supply the m ain office w ith  credit reports. U nder Tappan, correspondents were 
instructed to gather in-depth  inform ation in early M ay and Novem ber for the 
tw o sem i-annual reports. Paradoxically, a listing of "no change" w as deem ed 
unacceptable, yet appeared  often in credit ratings. Agents w ere encouraged to 
w rite their reports on folio paper, m aking sure to use both  sides, and to record 
firms continuously, one after another. The tightly positioned listings m ade 
transcription m ore laborious, bu t it w as believed to save costs in postage. In 
re tu rn  for their useful services, Tappan tried to ensure each agent a m onopoly for 
data collecting w ith in  a given county.79 These data  could be very significant to 
the attorneys w ho did  the rating  during  court proceedings. Even though the 
attorneys w ere not paid for their credit rating services, if a com pany w ent 
bankrupt and  paym ent had  to be m andated by the court, the local lawyers 
typically represented  the m oneylenders in law suits.80
78 Norris, 29-30, 34.
79 Ibid., 23-4.
80 Kenzer, “Black Businessmen in the Postwar South,” 64.
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The m ethod by w hich The Mercantile Agency gathered its information 
came under greater attacks during  the D un era. Critics of the system  argued that 
the reports w ere weak, contam inated, and untrustw orthy . Dun's prim ary 
response to such accusations w as to urge branch m anagers to travel both 
individually and  w ith  other reporters to compile m ore thorough  ratings. Local 
attorneys w ere still used to provide m ore current inform ation, such as 
bankruptcies, reorganizations, and form ation of new  firms. These adaptations 
were m ade alm ost entirely after the Civil W ar, and  helped to produce more 
accurate reports.
The postbellum  period m arked the beginning of the com pany's 
"Reference Book" years, w hich focused on increasing the num ber of sm all-town 
and rural sou thern  m erchants rated. The last quarter of the nineteenth century 
also ushered in a m ore m odern  credit rating system  that utilized typew riters and 
provided salesm en w ith  pocket-sized regional report books that could aid them  
during  business trips.81 Before the w ar began, how ever, the M ercantile Agency 
had already institu ted  a system  of checks and balances. If a business experienced 
a dram atic shift from  one report to the next, an  inquiry w as requested  to explain 
the changes. A dditionally, agents subm itted reports on each other to the m ain 
office in N ew  York; these reports outlined personal biases and tendencies of 
other agents.82
81 Norris, 89, 113, 124, 128-130.
82 Kenzer, “Black Businessmen in Postwar South,” 64.
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The last decades of the 1800s also proved to be the end of R. G. D un and 
C om pany's traditional w ay of gathering information. Just as businesses in 
O range County m odernized, the credit rating system  advanced, which 
consequently dim inished the traveling reporter's im portance. D un became less 
influential du ring  the 1880s, and eventually died in 1900, leaving an international 
business m uch m ore m odern  than  the one he had  joined 48 years earlier.83 The 
division of O range C ounty in 1881 and the changes in the R. G. D un and 
Com pany reporting  procedures are the m ain factors that explain the end of credit 
reporting in O range County. D uring the three previous decades, however, few 
sources captured  and  portrayed the developm ent of O range C ounty 's business 
m arket m ore effectively than  D un and his reporters, in spite of the occasional 
errors and inaccuracies. Even though the original M ercantile Agency's purpose 
w as to inform  creditors of a business's w orth  and prom ise, credit ledgers have 
become a useful m eans of analyzing a com m unity 's history. The ratings provide 
a glim pse into alm ost every type of success and failure in O range County from 
1850 to 1880, and  m ore im portantly, reflect business trends em bracing the region 
in the years surround ing  the Civil War.
83 Norris, 125, 150.
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